
§ 181-18 RUTLAND CODE § 181-20 

§ 181-18. Marking underground services. 

Underground services wi l l require sleeves and markers to 
locate them and wi l l be referenced on a map submitted with the 
permit or before use of the driveway. 

§ 181-19. Time of completion. 

All construction shall be completed within one year of the 

approved application. 

ARTICLE I I 
Acceptance of Roads and Town Highways 

[Adopted 6-23-19973] 

§ 181-20. Documentation accompanying request for 
acceptance. 

Al l requests for acceptance of roads as town highways by a 
landowner shall be accompanied by following: 

A. Survey. 

(1) A survey certified by a Vermont-licensed surveyor, 
showing outer limits of the land proposed for 
conveyance, with bearings and distances for straight 
lines £uid radii , arcs and chord lengths for all curves 
and turnaround areas. The survey shall show as 
built the roadway, any turnarounds, any sidewalks 
culverts and all slope and ditch areas. A l l roadways, 
turnarounds and sidewailks as built shall be within 
the land proposed for conveyance. I f culverts, slopes 
or ditches extend outside the lands proposed for 
conveyance, the outer necessary easement areas 
shall be shown by beEirings and distances, radii and 
chords, as appropriate. 

^ E d i t o r ' s Note: T h i s po l icy supersedes former Ar t . n. Accep t ance of R o a d s as Town 
H i g h w a y s , adopted 7-10-1995. 
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(2) The survey shall also show as built, any 
underground uti l i ty lines which are within or cross 
the land proposed for conveyance or associated 
easements, including ;water, sewer, electric, 
telephone and television and all drainage areas on 
the landowner's remaining land, and on parcels or 
lots previously conveyed by the landowner which are 
part of landowner's subdivision, over which surface 
water from the roadway wi l l pass. The names of the 
owners of any such parcels or lots shall be shown on 
the siu^ey, with the deed references to their deeds. 
The survey shall also show all information required 
to be shown on the survey elsewhere in these 
policies. The survey shall conform to the 
requirements of 27 V.S.A. § 1403. 

B. Certified as built design specifications. Design specifica
tions by a licensed Vermont engineer, to which all 
improvements and facilities for conveyance were built 
(including but not limited to roads, sidewalks, water and 
sewer lines and associated culverts, slopes, ditches, 
water drainage facilities, traffic signals, road striping, 
turning lanes, sewer waterline connection "T"s and other 
associated improvements and facilities). Specifications 
shall include cross sections every 100 feet. A licensed 
Vermont engineer shall certify that the design specifica
tions are at a minimum consistent wi th the 
requirements of all applicable state and local regulations 
and the permits issued authorizing the improvements, 
and all of the improvements as built have been installed 
in accordance wi th the design specifications and all 
applicable state and local permits and plans approved by 
such permits. 

C. Warranty deed. An executed Warranty Deed conve3dng 
fee-simple tit le to the land proposed for conveyance, £ind 
all necessary easements for culverts, slopes and ditches 
outside the land to be conveyed, all described by 
bearings, distances, radii, arcs and chords consistent 
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with the survey. Necessary easements for roadway 
surface water drainage shall also be described. 

(1) I f the landowner has previously conveyed parcels or 
lots which are part of the landowner's subdivision 
over which surface water from the road passes, the 
deed to the town shall include easements for 
passage of road surface water across parcels or lots. 
I t is the landowner's responsibility to either reserve 
these surface water easements i n making parcel or 
lot conveyances or obtain them from owners thereof 
before requesting town roadway acceptance, in 
either case so that these easements may be 
transferred to the town by the landowner along with 
roadway area. 

(2) I f the landowner is also requesting that the town 
accept a water or sewer line, tjie deed shall transfer 
ownership of the line. I f all or any part of the line is 
outside or within 10 feet of the edge of the land 
proposed to be conveyed, that part of the line shall 
be shown as built on the survey, by appropriate 
bearings, distances, radii, arcs, and chords, and the 
deed shadl include an easement 15 feet on either 
side of that part of the line (not including the area 
l3ring within the land proposed conveyance), plus ain 
additional 10 feet by way of temporary easement 
during construction for location of machinery and 
placement of fill and other materials. I f any water or 
sewer line or associated facilities crossing the land 
proposed for conveyance is not to be conveyed to the 
town, the landowner shall set forth that fact clearly 
in the deed, provide in the deed that the town wil l 
have no responsibilities for maintenance and repair 
and file with the deed a permit application under 19 
V.S.A. § 1111(c) to maintain the line in the town 
property i f and when the road is accepted. 

(3) A l l easements required to be included in the deed 
shall include rights of installation, restoration, 
replacement, enlargement, maintenance and repair 
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of facility or improvement for which the easement is 
granted. 

(4) The deed shall convey all improvements and 
facilities constructed or Installed within or under 
the land and improvements proposed for conveyance 
(whether constructed or installed as of the date of 
the deed or thereafter), excepting only any water or 
sewer lines and associated facilities specifically 
excluded and electric, telephone, cable television 
and similar facilities owned by uti l ity companies. 
The deed shall include the Waiver of Development 
Rights covenant required by the Environmental 
Protection Rules of the Vermont Agency of 
Conservation (Subdivision Regulations), Section 
3.06, as amended. 

D. Subdivision deferral permit application. A deferral 
permit application for the land proposed to be conveyed, 
as reqmred by Section 3.06 of the Subdivision 
Regulations, signed by the landowner. The town may 
sign the application so that the landowner may process i t 
wi th the Agency of Conservation. Signing of the 
application by the town shall not constitute commitment 
or agreement to accept the land proposed for conveyance. 

E. Subdivision permit required for remaining land. A 
permit or deferral permit under the Subdivision 
Regulations for any remaining land of the landowner 
which would be left subject to the Subdivision 
Regulations after the conveyeince of the town. 

F. Property transfer return. A Vermont property transfer 
tax ret iun, signed by the landowner wi th all peirts filled 
in (except for the section pertaining to the Subdivision 
Regulations, which must await issuance of the deferral 
permit). 

G. Act 250. I f the roadway is subject to an Act 250 permit, 
the appropriate permit number shall be filled in on the 
Vermont property transfer tax return, and the follov/ing 
shall be supplied along with the ret tmi: a copy of the Act 
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250 permit, and all amendments and a certification by a 
licensed surveyor or engineer that the land and 
easements proposed for conveyance are so located on the 
property and of a sufficient width as to comply with the 
Act 250 permit as amended. I f the landowner claims the 
road is not subject to Act 250, then an opinion by a 
Vermont attorney shall accompany the property transfer 
tax return explaining the reason for the exemption, and 
the appropriate exemption spaces in the return shall be 
completed. 

H. Title certificate. A title certificate prepared and signed 
by a Vermont attorney certifying to the marketability of 
the land and easements proposed for conveyance, stating 
the names of all record owners of the land and 
easements proposed for conveyance and noting any 
rnortgages, easements, restrictions, other encumbrances 
which might affect the town's title to or use of both the 
land and the easements. 

I . Partial discharges and releases. Executed partial 
discharges of mortgages and executed releases of other 
restrictions and encumbrances noted on the attorney's 
title certificate. 

J . Security for maintenance and any continuing permit 
obligations. An indemnification agreement signed by the 
landowner backed by letter of credit issued by a Vermont 
bank under which the landowner agrees to indemnify 
and hold the town harmless for its costs in performing 
any work necessary to repair and/or replace any of the 
improvements proposed for conveyance which fail within 
one year of acceptance by the town (including but not 
limited to breakup of pavement, erosion of slopes or 
drainage areas or leaking or breaking pipes).The letter of 
credit shall provide that the town may draw upon i t at 
any time within 18 months of acceptance of the 
improvements by signed draft accompanied by the town's 
certification to the bemk that the town has incurred costs 
to perform work to replace or repair improvements 
proposed for acceptance by the landowner and accepted 
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by the town, and specifying the amount of the costs. I f 
any permit issued to the landowner contains a reopener 
under which the town as successor in title to the 
landowner could be required; to install any additional 
improvements or facilities of any kind (including but not 
limited to additional turning lanes, signage, traffic 
signals, other traffic improvements) as a result of 
development or subdivision to the permit ("reopener 
improvements"), the indemnification/letter of credit shall 
also cover the town's costs of the reopener improvements, 
i f required to be made by the District Commission or En
vironmental Board. The amount of the letter of credit 
and any extended period of time for the town to draw on 
account of reopener improvements shall be as agreed by 
the landowner and the selectmen prior to the town's 

; accepting the improvements. 

K. A review fee deposit in the amount of $750, to be used 
pursuant to § 181-22 below. 

§ 181-21. General requirements. 

All roadways, turnarounds and sidewalks as built shall be 
located within the land proposed for conveyance. 

A. A l l strips of land within which roads are located shall be 
at least 50 feet wide, and the radii of all tin-naround 
areas shall be at least 60 feet, imless greater widths 
and/or radii are required by permits. The width of the 
strip of land shall be increased to a minimum of 120 feet, 
and the radii of the turnsiround areas to a minimiun of 
75 feet where sidewalks are installed. 

B. Legal or recording requirements: A l l deeds, transfer 
returns, indemnifications and other instruments of 
transfer shall be signed by all record owners of title. 

C. Paving requirements: Roadways 20 feet wide centered on 
a roadway cul-de-sac shall have a minimum-paved radii 
of 45 feet fi-om center of cul-de-sac. Also required shall be 
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two inches of blacktop base and a one-inch finish coat of 
blacktop. 

§ 181-22. Draft instruments; review fee; review by town. 

A. Before submitting executed and signed instriiments, the 
landowner shall submit drafts. The town wi l l review the 
landowner's documentation as i t deems necessary with 
the town's Attorney, engineer and/or surveyor and wi l l 
then request that the landowner revise the 
documentation and supply any further documentation to 
meet any of their comments. 

B. The landowners required review fee deposit w i l l be used 
to defray the town's review costs, and any excess wi l l be 
refunded to the landowner. I f the town's review costs 
exceed the deposit, the landowner wi l l reimburse the 
town for the excess prior to acceptance. 

§ 181-23. Acceptance. 

The land and easements and improvements proposed for 
acceptance shall only be accepted by vote of the Selectmen. I f 
the Selectmen decide to accept the road, their acceptance shall 
be conditional and shall not effect imt i l the town receives a 
Vermont attorney's supplemental title certificate to the date of 
recording, indicating that objections to marketability noted in 
the original title certificate have been cleared and that there is 
nothing new between the original title certificate and the date 
of recording affecting marketability. 

§ 181-24. No town actions other than Selectboard vote 
constitutes acceptance. 

Nothing in these policies, and no actions of the landowner or 
the town pursuant to these policies or otherwise ( including but 
not limited to the town's inspection dming construction or 
approval of the work or materials), shall be construed as 
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imposing an obligation on the Town to accept any land or 
easements proposed for conveyance to the Town or any 
associated roadway or other improvements or as an acceptance 
thereof. Whether to accept or not to accept any such land, 
roadway, or improvements shall be in the sole discretion of the 
Selectmen. 

ARTICLE I I I 
Naming of Roads and Numbering of Buildings 

[Adopted 5-28-1996] 

§ 181-25. Purpose. 

A. I n accordance with 24 V.S.A. Chapter 59, Chapter 61, 
Subchapter 11, and Chapter 117, and 23 V.S.A. Chapter 
24, the Board of Selectmen of the Town of Rutland 
hereby establishes the following article in order to 
develop a more uniform road naming and road location 
addressing system throughout the Town of Rutland to 
enable people to locate roads and addresses and to 
effectively provide emergency services and deliveries to 
Town citizens. 

B. This article is hereby designated a CIVIL ordinance and 
shall be enforced according to 24 V.S.A. Chapter 59 and 
23 V.S.A. Chapter 24. 

§ 181-26. Definitions. 

As used in this article, the following terms shall have the 
meanings indicated: 

PUBLIC ROAD — A state or Town highway identified on 
the latest A.O.T. General Highway Map for the Town of 
Rutland. 

ROAD — A public road, a state or Town highway 
identified on the latest A.O.T. General Highway Map for 
the Town of Rutland; or any nonpublic road, street, 
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